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2017 Fundraising Banquet 

& Silent Auction  

Program:  

The Yuen Family—“Adoption - A Loving Choice ”  

Pastor Harry Bicknell—“Redemption in the Face of   

Suffering” 

and musical selections 

 Saturday, April 29th 2017 

Doors open at 5:30pm / Dinner at 6:30pm 

 

OLPH Parish Centre 
635 Tranquille Rd. 

Kamloops, BC 
 

Tickets $30/person  

For more information please call:  
 Domenica 250-320-8319; Tonia 778-220-5584; Maybelle 250-376-4161 

Voices4Life 

The purpose of the pro life movement is not to impose guilt over past decisions but to impart wisdom 
over future decisions.—Dr. Mike S. Adams 

KPLS Membership Drive 2017 
 

Please join the Kamloops Pro Life Society this year!  Taking out a 
membership does not require you to become active in the cause 
(although you certainly can, if you wish). It amplifies our voice in 
support of the most vulnerable members of our society. You can 
find our membership form on the back of this newsletter. Thank 
you for your support! 

 

March For Life 
                                    Victoria 

(in conjunction with the National  
March For Life in Ottawa) 

 

Thursday, May 11 
 

11:30 a.m. Prayer Service, Central Baptist Church 
12:00 p.m. Catholic Masses at St. Andrew's Cathedral & 
St. Patrick's Church 
 
Gathering Place: Centennial Square 
 
1:45 p.m. March For Life to Parliament Buildings 
5:30 Gala Dinner 
 

For more info visit www.m4lvictoria.ca 
or call 778-220-5584 (Car-pooling can be arranged) 
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Medical Assistance in Dying 
 

       On March 11, a forum on "Medical Assistance in Dying" was held at the United Church providing information on how 
the legislation on euthanasia/assisted suicide is to be carried out; that is, they spoke about the requirements to qualify to 
be killed, the forms and signage needing to be completed, and the unnerving details of two different killing  
procedures. Any discussion on the morality of the issue was discouraged. 
      Thank you to all of our supporters who attended, despite knowing that the presenters were likely all pro-euthanasia. 
The following are responses written by three of our members who were present: 
 
- “Thank-you, Dr. Sigalet, for your views on the Sanctity of Life. I'm sure you have all heard of the Ten Commandments. 
They say, ‘Thou shalt not kill.’ Even if you don't believe in the commandments, most of you have a sense of what is right or 
wrong. No matter how you try to justify it, killing is killing. It is an abomination.” — a Pro-Life Supporter 
 
- “I've heard a lot about ethics and the Carter case, and what is legal and what isn't. Killing is wrong; just because it's le-
gal, doesn't make it right. This is the most shameful period in the history of Canada. We kill the most vulnerable.” — a Pro
-Life Supporter 
 
- ”Dear Jesus: I am sorry I was so overwhelmed at the euthanasia talk given today at the Kamloops United Church that I 
had to leave.  I am sorry I was not able to stay and challenge the speaker for the errors he was promoting in what he was 
telling the audience. I’m sorry I was not able to stay and defend you. How sad you must feel when you listen to talks given 
by people who claim to be your ministers...when they try to explain euthanasia as your values and as a “Christian” thing 
to do...Lord I pray for those who are promoting such errors in your name, please bring them to the truth.”—Name with-
held  

- “The following is a synopsis of comments I made at the Forum on Medical Assistance in Dying (MAiD) on March 11 at 
the United Church in Kamloops: 

 
In a church, close to God, why were we discussing how to facilitate deliberate death?  It seemed to me that in God’s 

house, God’s rules should apply. The legal, ethical and medical policy arguments from the panel supporting eu-
thanasia came up short. Dr. Harsh Hundal emphasized protocol, processes and language as crafted by IHA in or-
der to make something that is difficult seem palatable. Rev. Dr. John Barton emphasized that reason would make 
us comfortable with medically assisted dying; for example, he stated that the “heart will catch up with the mind” 
and that euthanasia is an ethical choice between “a good and a good” or perhaps between “a bad and a bad.” 
Clearly, the moral question of euthanasia requires choosing right and wrong. 

 

                     
...continued on next page... 

President's Report 
 

Dear Friends For Life,  
 

    My report will be very brief, conceding space to more important information. Here are a few highlights that have  
occurred since our December newsletter: 

- Response to our December appeal was excellent; we received over $4500. Thank you to all who made this  
possible. 
- Our AGM on February 23rd resulted in much discussion surrounding end-of-life issues, and the election of a new  
director. Welcome aboard,  Deacon Eddie Lavoie. 
- Mark your calendars for April 29th, our annual dinner date. Come for a delicious banquet and stay to hear  
heart-warming stories on adoption and redemption in the face of suffering. 

   I'll close in praying for spiritual blessings upon those of us who keep Lent, and for all of us a very joyous Easter!  
                                                      Blessings,  

            Garry Howell 
            President 



Women with Dementia Murdered 
 
The alleged murder of a Montreal woman with dementia has led to renewed pressure by the euthanasia lobby to extend "MAiD" 
to incompetent people if they previously state a wish to die by euthanasia. 
 
Michel Cadotte allegedly killed his wife, Jocelyne Lizette, because they were refused death by euthanasia. Cadotte has been 
charged with second degree murder. 
 
If euthanasia (death by lethal injection) is extended to incompetent people, how would it be possible to determine whether or not 
someone has changed their mind? 
 
Recently a woman in the Netherlands who stated, while competent, that she wanted euthanasia, died by euthanasia without con-
sent. According to the article in the Daily Mail: 
-The doctor secretly placed a soporific in her coffee to calm her, and then had started to give her a lethal injection.  
-Yet while injecting the woman she woke up, and fought the doctor. The paperwork showed that the only way the doctor could 
complete the injection was by getting family members to help restrain her.  
-It (the paperwork) also revealed that the patient said several times 'I don't want to die' in the days before she was put to death, 
and that the doctor had not spoken to her about what was planned because she did not want to cause unnecessary extra distress. 
She also did not tell her about what was in her coffee as it was also likely to cause further disruptions to the planned euthanasia 
process. 
 
According to a CBC news report, the Alzheimer Society of Canada stated that they do not support euthanasia for incompetent peo-
ple. According to the Statement: 
-People can live with dementia for longer than ten years, and in that time, they may change their mind on doctor-assisted death.  
-The statement says it's difficult or impossible for caregivers "to know what the person with dementia comes to value over time, 
especially if those values are at odds with previously expressed desires."  
 
Instead of calling for a broadening of the laws, the organization is calling for better palliative care in Canada. 
 
Legalizing euthanasia gives the power to kill to physicians. No one should have the legal power to kill. 

(Reprinted with permission of The Euthanasia Prevention Coalition) 

The larger concern with the MAiD legislation is that medical practitioners must either act with special legal exemp-
tion to end the life of a patient or “refer” their patient to a practitioner who is willing to act within that exemp-
tion. Dr. Phil Sigalet clearly expressed the difficulty of this choice for a doctor who is focused on healing and car-
ing, and does not support euthanasia.  

  
In order to support euthanasia, Rev. Dr. Barton said that Jesus chose death. This clearly misrepresented a funda-

mental tenet of Christianity. Jesus chose life and by accepting death as the will of God, He came to rise and live 
in order that all people could have eternal life. 

 
An argument about the small number of deaths by euthanasia compared to the large number of deaths from opioid 

overdoses is not a justification for MAiD. If anything, the public response to the opioid crisis and the increase in 
suicide is founded on love, compassion and empathy.  This is the required response to the suffering of a person 
approaching the end of life.  

 
I also shared two quotations:    

“God remembers those who suffer; he does not forget their cry, and he punishes those who wrong them” (Psalm 
9, v.12; Good News Translation) 

“The way we experience illness and disability is an index of the love we are ready to offer. The way we face suffer-
ing and limitation is the measure of our freedom to give meaning to life’s experiences, even when they strike 
us as meaningless and unmerited.” (Pope Francis, June 12th, 2016) 

 
The question that came to me was rhetorical: “Where is God in all this?” I was not looking for an answer but I wished to 
encourage reflection, considering we were in a church, and to sow the seed of another perspective.—Tony Bradwell 

http://montrealgazette.com/news/quebec-opens-door-to-expanding-end-of-life-law-to-alzheimers-disease
http://alexschadenberg.blogspot.ca/2017/01/forced-euthanasia-on-woman-with.html
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/jocelyne-lizotte-doctor-assisted-death-1.3993572


Alzheimer's Walk 4 Marilyn 
 

     Marilyn Vandongen, who has actively supported our Pro-Life 
Society almost since its inception, has recently been diagnosed 
with Alzheimer's disease. She has been designated the honouree for 
the 2017 Walk For Alzheimer's, happening on Sunday May 7th.  

     Our Society is organizing a team to participate in the event, in 
honour of Marilyn, in the hope of showing our community that 
KPLS cares beyond our walls, and in support of an organization 
that positively assists those journeying towards the end of life. The 
Alzheimer's Society of Canada disagrees with extending euthanasia 
to people with dementia. 

     If you are interested in participating, you can choose either a 200m indoor walk or a 400m outdoor. You can 
register as part of our 'Voices4Life' team (which we hope you will do!) or you can register individually. Regis-
tration starts at 9:00 a.m. at the TCC indoor track, located at 910 McGill Rd. Opening ceremonies begin at 
10:00 and the Walk Event is from 10:30-noon. There are two ways to register: online at walkforalzheimers.ca 
(follow the prompts and choose 'Click here to join an existing team,' fill in team name as 'Voices4Life') or by 
phone at 778-220-5584 (to receive a (paper) form, printing in "Voices4Life' in the 'Team' space). Then, begin to 
solicit pledges. 

‘Independent’ Food Slips—Please col-

lect them and hand them in either to our 
office or to OLPH Church. They are much 
appreciated! 

Did you know?  

        Have you ever wondered why it's so difficult 
to break your toddler's thumb-sucking habit? 

         He/she has been practising at it for a long 
time -- ever since 9 weeks, in utero! 

                   Basket Donations 
 
To donate items for our theme  
baskets which will be raffled off at this 
year's fundraising dinner, please call 
Josephine at 250-828-2225 

They say/we say… 
 
             They say: You lose your dignity when you 
lose control over your mind or your body.  
             We say:  Dignity cannot be diminished or 
lost. It is inherent, since we are made in God's  
image. What is lost is other people's ability to  
recognize one's dignity in adverse circumstances.  

http://walkforalzheimers.ca

