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~ Sunday October 2, 2011 ~ 
Life Chain is a peaceful witness of pro-Life Canadians standing for one hour praying for our country, for an end 

to abortion and against the legalization of euthanasia. It is a visual statement of solidarity in support of human 

life from the moment of conception to natural death. Kamloops has been participating in Life Chain for more 

than 20 years! We can make a difference...TOGETHER! 

 Stand with thousands of pro-lifers throughout Canada 

 Be a light in a darkened world, promoting the culture of life 

 Bring your family and friends—rain or shine 

 Lawn chairs, umbrellas, strollers, wheelchairs, etc. are welcome 

 Donations towards Kamloops Pro Life Society are accepted 

 Hold your choice of sign (pictured below) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REFRESHMENTS AND FELLOWSHIP to follow at the VanDongen’s at 308 McGill Rd. 

Voices4Life 

LIFE CHAIN  

Buy your 2011/2012 Entertainment Coupon Books for fun, food, & fantastic rates. Many 2-for-1’s. 

They make great gifts! Only $30. Contact Linda at (250) 851-8605 



Joshua’s Story by Karla Weiss 

Then there were three…Joshua Ian Weiss was born on August 18, 2007. As parents already of two other children, we 

were happy to be parents once again. However, this was different- with a new twist to our happy occasion.  

Our new bundle was first seen with my regular ultrasound at the hospital. Here we first discovered that he would have a 

possibility of a cleft lip and palate. From here, we are referred to a more advanced ultrasound and it was confirmed that 

indeed our newest little one would have a cleft lip. At this time we were not able to confirm the cleft palate, only a sus-

picion of it. Wow….it was already a huge surprise….but we knew that we needed to rely on God for our strength no 

matter how hard that was.  

We wanted to take this diagnosis one step further and truly see for ourselves the little one growing inside of me. We 

went for a 3D Ultrasound in which the images are amazing of how God has ―knit us together…‖ It was beautiful and 

we were overwhelmed with joy. Here was a beautiful baby God had given to us and He was truly in control of this situ-

ation. I couldn’t be more proud to be His child.  

Although I am a nurse and had researched all I could 

find about cleft palate and lip, we were not fully prepared 

for the birth of Joshua. I was quite overwhelmed with 

guilt and fear during my pregnancy. I was trying to under-

stand what I did wrong to my baby. How could I have done 

this? What did I not take? I did a lot of blaming myself and 

became quite depressed about this. However through the 

help of a great Christian counsellor, I was able to come to 

grips with these feelings and  allow God to carry both of 

us. We were both scared, but knew that we just had to rely 

on God to give us the strength that we needed.  

Although my regular pre- natal check-ups went well, I was 

repeatedly asked if I was aware of my ―options.‖ I asked 

for clarification and in- deed it was what I thought. I was 

being asked to terminate my pregnancy because of con-

genital malformations. I was in so much disbelief that I had been asked several times about my ―options.‖ I was upset 

and my response was that God would guide our path in this pregnancy, protect my baby, and that we were willing to go 

through anything no matter what He brought in our path. My husband was quite upset and appalled when he learned 

about what I was asked to do. Although we were both shocked at what we were dealing with, it was never an option to 

terminate my pregnancy.  

We had no idea what God would be bringing into our path and how bumpy of a ride it was going to be. We did not re-

alize how much God was directing our path and shaping us to handle any circumstance together both as a couple and as 

parents. Looking back now, we truly saw God’s hands in what we had already gone through. He was directing our path, 

protecting all of us and Joshua, and keeping us together as a couple despite the different stresses we had.  

We started our journey of appointments soon after birth with our orthodontist in Vancouver who taught us about how 

to do taping of the lips. This would involve several trips to Vancouver every week, and then every two weeks all the 

way to December. The lip surgery was in December 2007. Joshua did well, although in the Recovery Room he did not 

do so well. Then our cleft palate surgery was scheduled in April 2008. However I soon discovered at home that his fin-

gers and toes were cyanotic (bluish tinged). I immediately contacted my doctor and requested for a Cardiology consult. 

When we went down for our visit in April, we had a test on his heart and it was discovered Joshua now had Dilated 

Cardiomyopathy (enlarged heart). His palate surgery was cancelled, and more tests were ordered, along with tons of 



bloodwork. We were then seen by several different departments wanting to see and help out Joshua. It was so over-

whelming for both of us. Joshua spent a whole week in the hospital before going home. He looked quite malnourished 

as he had a hard time keeping weight on and gaining weight. He ate well, but simply had another hill to climb. He went 

home with four different meds to assist with this new diagnosis.  

Our lives became busier as we now had to have regular check-ups with cardiology. Most appointments were in Vancou-

ver and occasionally we had some at home. Joshua’s palate surgery was rescheduled in August and so he spent his first 

birthday in the hospital. I just wanted to hold my baby and I wished all of this busyness would just go away. It was 

overwhelming. However, God once again gave us the strength to endure this newest piece of information: at this time, 

Joshua was diagnosed with a hole in his eardrum and required a procedure called Myringotomy – ear tubes placed in the 

eardrum. The hole was due to the pressure in his ear from water entering the ear canal.  

In April 2009, ear tubes were again reinserted as the previous ones had fallen out. We continued coming to Vancouver 

for appointments with cardiology and cleft palate/lip. We were introduced to Audiology and Speech. We started at this 

time regular appointments with these two departments at home monthly and at times bimonthly. At this same time we 

discovered that Joshua had allergies, and it was confirmed by an allergist that he was allergic to all types of hairy ani-

mals, grasses, etc. Wow….it was just one more thing to add to the list of issues Joshua had to deal with.   

While running around to appointments both at home and in Vancouver, God wanted to give us another surprise….I was 

pregnant again. Although at the time I was thinking ―are you kidding God?!,‖ it was the greatest gift God could have 

given to our family as well as to Joshua. It showed us that God is in control – this new baby had no complications and 

was a great buddy for Joshua. Isaiah was born in October 2008. God definitely knew what we needed.  

After Isaiah was born, life started slow- ing down with appointments, surger-

ies and everything else. We were start- ing to settle into some sort of 

―normalcy.‖ In May of this year, we went down to Vancouver to have the 

usual ear tube surgery only to discover one more issue had arisen. The sur-

gery went longer than usual, and then I was asked to discuss with the doc-

tors what was going on. Joshua now had a condition called Keratoma (a tu-

morlike growth in both of his ear drums, basically hardened skin growing 

deeper in his ear drums and wrapping around his tubes). Without surgery it 

would eventually burst and leave Joshua with complete hearing loss. 

Wow…‖God!,‖ I screamed, ―Where are you? ...Why? I can’t handle any 

more.‖ We learnt that starting this Fall he will require a 4-5 hour surgery 

every 6 months to clear out the keratoma from his ear. They will start with the right ear. However there is a 1% he could 

still end up with complete hearing loss.  

Since this last visit to Vancouver he has been fitted with glasses and hearing aids to assist with conductive hearing loss. 

Joshua may end up with hearing loss, neurological issues….a very scary time…However God has revealed to us He is 

real, that He cares so much for us and is quite evident in our lives.  I am relieved that we can rely on Him for our 

strength as the next year will be the scariest we have gone through so far. I am thankful always for what God has done 

for Joshua and am always praying for what he will do in the future. A verse that is meaningful for us is Joshua 1:9 ―Be 

strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord  your God is with you wherever you go.‖   

Therefore we will always worry about Joshua wherever he goes and whatever he does, but we will also always trust the 

Lord. He will always have some sort of challenge in his life, but just like it is with our other three children, we worry 

about them. We have committed our lives to bringing them up the best way that we can, and pray for the strength and 

wisdom only God can give us. We would never change what has happened to us, and want to encourage others that they 

too can make it through any difficult situation that they too may be facing. It is possible. Quoting from Mark 10:27, as 

my husband always says, ―with God, all things are possible.‖ 



The preceding article was written by Karla Weiss, a Kamloops Pro Life Society Board Member. We are deeply 

grateful to her for sharing this life-affirming testimony with all of us. May God bless Karla, her husband Paul, and 

their four beautiful children—Zachary, Kiara, Joshua, and Isaiah. 

Prolife Quotes… 
―Nothing we do to defend the human person, no matter how small, is ever unfruitful or forgotten. Our actions touch oth-

er lives and move other hearts in ways we can never fully understand in this world. Don't ever underestimate the beauty 

and power of the witness you give in your pro-life work."  ~ Archbishop Charles Chaput 

 

―I swore never to be silent whenever and wherever human beings endure suffering and humiliation. We must always 

take sides. Neutrality helps the oppressor, never the victim. Silence encourages the tormentor, never the tormented.‖     

~ Elie Wiesel, Holocaust survivor (http://www.40daysforlife.com) 

―No life is a mistake. God has plans for each life. And there are no illegitimate children—there are only illegitimate 

acts. And I believe that birth mothers are very courageous. They are living in a society that tells them they don’t have to 

carry to life. It’s legal in this country to have abortion, but they choose life. They lay down their lives; literally, their 

reputations, their figures, their school careers, sometimes their families kick them out. And the Lord said that there’s no 

greater love but that a man lay down his life for his friends, and these young women lay down their lives for their chil-

dren. And I applaud them.‖ ~ Ruth Graham, daughter of evangelist Billy Graham 

In Memory of .... 
 

Please don't forget that Kamloops Pro Life gratefully receives donations in memo-

riam. If you are asked to make a donation to your favourite charity in lieu of flow-

ers, you can make that donation to Kamloops Pro Life Society. With our thanks ! " 


