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Join us for the next internationally  

coordinated campaign to save lives,  

happening this Fall from September 28 to 
November 6, 2016!  

 

40 DAYS FOR LIFE is an internationally 
recognized quiet, prayerful vigil for the 

healing of our land.  

 
Date: Sept. 28 - Nov. 6th inclusive 

Time: 3:30 - 5:30 p.m.  

Location: Third Ave between Nicola and  

Columbia St. 

Details: Hold a prolife sign, pray on the sidewalk 
alone or in small groups, or pray at Sacred Heart 
Cathedral. 

For more information, please see insert. 
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“The difference between stumbling blocks and stepping stones is the way a person uses them.” 

~Jo Petty, Apples of Gold 

Voices4Life 

LIFE CHAIN  

~ 2-3pm Sunday, October 2, 2016 ~ 
 

Life Chain is a peaceful witness of pro-Life Canadians 
standing for one hour praying for our country, for an 
end to abortion and against the implementation of  
euthanasia and assisted suicide. It is a visual statement 
of solidarity in support of human life from the moment 
of conception to natural death. Kamloops has been  
participating in Life Chain for more than 20 years! We 
can make a difference  TOGETHER! 
 
 Stand in prayer with thousands of pro-lifers 

throughout North America 
 Be a light in a darkened world, promoting the  
     culture of life 
 Bring your family and friends—rain or shine 
 Lawn chairs, umbrellas, strollers, wheelchairs, etc. 

are welcome 
 Hold your choice of sign (four of the signs are  
     pictured below) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meet us at the corner of Columbia and McGill 
Refreshments & fellowship to follow at the  

Van Dongen’s at 308 McGill Rd. 

40 Days For Life 



A recent letter to the editor by Dr. Max Zahir spoke very strongly in favour of euthanasia & assisted suicide. An 
edited version of Curtis Howell's reply was published August 5th. The following is his original (expanded)  
letter:  

 Dr. Max Zahir’s letter “Federal Liberal assisted dying law not humane” on July 12 asks for a response.   
 
 What are the reasons for wanting euthanasia?  Dignity and pain.  We have the means to deal with pain 
effectively through palliative care.  The problem is that palliative care is under supported, under recognized, 
underfunded and only available to 30 % of Canadians.   
 
 Suffering is real.  There are many heroic stories of people who have lived through horrific events,  
medical or situational, that would encourage a wish to die.  An absolutely superb book that discusses death 
and ALS in a very real and courageous way is “Tuesdays with Mori” by Mitch Albom.  I would suggest Dr. Zahir 
give it a read.   
 
 We haven’t done our jobs as people within our society to help ALL members feel valuable regardless of 
what they can or can’t do or how they feel.  The problem with euthanasia is that it offers people in very  
vulnerable states of being the means to kill themselves because they may feel like they are a “burden to  
society”.  We need to do whatever we can to visit and encourage the sick, the dying, the helpless, the disabled, 
and help them realize their dignity.  We need to give them a reason to live.   
 
 I am also very dismayed by the language used in the recommendations – the open ended-ness, the fact 
that we will be the only country that would expect doctors that disagree with it to make referrals, and that this 
would potentially be offered to minors in the future.  What is a mature minor?  Our daughter was unusually 
mature in some ways at 3 years of age.  I have discussed this topic with many teens and many think that this is 
guaranteed to be abused by a teenager who is going through a hard time, or being bullied into it, etc.  Most 
teens’ decisions are heavily influenced by peers or parents.  The legal language used so far by the committee 
will allow for a full gamut of interpretations with ultimately an “anything goes” ways and means – we are all 
close to death, relatively speaking.  I am sure the vagueness of the current legal language will allow for most 
possibilities, contrary to Dr. Zahir’s claim.   
 
 With a lack of GP doctors, lack of access to palliative care, an aging population, an already strained 
medical system, dropping revenue from resources – is euthanasia a smokescreen, Canada’s cheap fix for saving 
money at the expense of lives?  The economy of Holland could not go back to a life-oriented health care  
system.  Holland relies on euthanasia so heavily it could not afford to keep people alive.  A Belgian euthanasia 
expert said, “Many serious health issues in the US are not covered by state insurance but the drugs for killing 
yourself are.”  So, do I mortgage my house for medical care or kill myself?  Are the cash hungry next-of-kin 
stating their biased opinions also?  Definitely.  This kind of abuse is already evident in the state of Oregon.   
 
 The problem with Canada is we tend to think rights and not responsibilities.  We have moral and ethical 
responsibilities to protect those that are unwilling or unable to protect themselves.    We need to protect the 
most vulnerable in society through law, allow all medical personnel the freedom to choose not to participate 
in euthanasia any way, and seek to support alternatives like palliative care adequately.    
 
 A Belgian doctor and main proponent for euthanasia, Dr. Jan Bernheim, an oncologist, medical re-
searcher and biomedical consultant stated when pressed: “There are problems with the Belgian euthanasia 
law” and proceeded to state that a study may be published soon where the data shows other problems with 
the practise of euthanasia in Belgium.  It is unfortunate that Dr. Zahir wants to import these problems to  
Canada.  I am glad he doesn’t speak for all doctors, and I am very glad he’s not mine.  



President’s Report... 
     Late summer greetings to you all. We hope that you were able to make a space for some 'down time' for  
rejuvenation of body and soul.  
 
     During these past months, we have mourned the loss of at least four very dedicated local pro-life  
people.  Some of our members were present at the funerals/memorials wearing pro-life sashes or badges to  
formally show our respect for Harry Lidster, Rene Courdonier, and Eva Terlesky. Ellen Ward, who with her  
family, was active in the beginning years, also passed away.  We give 'Thanks' for their lives well-lived before 
God. May these steadfast ones rest in peace, and may they each rejoice in hearing   "Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant." 
 
     Carrying on with their legacy of commitment, we try to present the message of respect for all human life as 
economically as possible, in as many ways as possible, keeping to our obligation to rely solely on volunteer  
helpers. Our fundraising dinner netted nearly $12,000 -- a HUGE 'Thank-you' to all who assisted in any way. One 
of the new targets for these funds is the 40 Days for Life campaign. We value your support this fall for this  
endeavour, as well as for LifeChain 2016.  
 
     Hoping to see you at both of these prayer-filled events,                                  
             
 
 
           Blessings,  Garry 

They say... "End of life care is very expensive."  

We say... "At this stage, there is no reason to battle death with expensive, aggressive treatment. Rather, we choose 
measures that offer a reasonable hope of benefit, such as good palliative care which provides effective pain control, and 
meets emotional, social and spiritual needs." 

Help and Hope for Those Considering Euthanasia (and their families) 
                    

    Compassionate Community Care (CCC), sponsored by the Euthanasia Prevention Coalition, is a helpline and advocacy  
service for people who are facing euthanasia, assisted suicide, or end-of-life decisions. Whether they are being pressured or 
whether they are depressed or have lost hope, CCC provides someone to whom they can talk or from whom they can  
receive positive help to respond to their difficulties. Most of CCC's calls are received from family members or friends, with 
CCC offering a new pathway to decision-making. CCC is also concerned with end-of-life decisions that may not be related to 
euthanasia or assisted suicide, but that contain questions related to what is the best health-care choice in a particular  
circumstance. 
    If you, a family member, or a friend has personal questions related to any of the above, call Compassionate  
Community Care at 1-855-675-8749. Email at info@epcc.ca. Visit website at www.compassionatecommunitycare.org. 



 

“Like” us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/kamloopsprolife  

Use my Realtor service to BUY or SELL your property  

and I will donate up to $1000 to support 

the Kamloops Prolife Society!     

                                                                         

Call today! 250-299-9944 

Did you know?    
 

You can be fingerprinted in utero! By 6 
months gestation, an unborn baby has  

completely formed fingerprints. Not even 
identical twins have identical fingerprints! 

The Great Little Coupon Book -- a great little idea! Here's a gift option for any occasion - birthdays, anniversaries, stocking stuff-

ers, etc., or a great treat for yourself! Includes coupons for many Kamloops restaurants & leisure activities. Only $10.00!  Phone Linda 
@ 250-851-8605. Please spread the word, and thank you for supporting this Pro-Life fundraiser!  

Local Quote: "We can save lives where we couldn't save Ann and Gloria." -- Cecille Laboucane, determined organizer for  
Valemount LifeChain, despite mourning the accidental traffic deaths of her co-lifechainers, Ann Kiyooka and Gloria 
Fortowsky, in 2015. Cecile placed two chairs with signs in memory of each faithful lifechainer during last year's LifeChain. 

 

They Say… “I can have an abortion. It’s my body!” 
We Say… “False. It’s the baby’s body. If it was your 

body, you would be the one who dies.” 


