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The way to Christmas lies through an ancient gate....
It is a little gate, child-high, child-wide, and there is a password:
"Peace on earth to men of good will."
-Angelo Patri

May you, this Christmas, become as a little child again and enter into His kingdom.

Annual General Meeting
Thursday, Feb. 25
7:00 pm (6:30 registration)
Bishop Harrington Room
OLPH Parish Centre
635 Tranquille Rd.
Refreshments to follow

Please attend with your
questions and ideas

KPLS Membership
Drive 2015-2016
Please join the Kamloops
Pro- Life Society in the coming
year! Taking out a membership
does not require you to
become active in the cause
(although you certainly can, if
you wish), but it does entitle
you to a vote at our AGM and,
more importantly, it amplifies
our voice in support of the
most vulnerable members of
our society. You can find our
membership form on page 4.
Thank you for your support!

2016 Fundraiser & Silent Auction
Banquet
with guest speaker Anastasia Pearse,
Executive Director of the National Campus Life Network*

Saturday, April 16th 2016
OLPH Parish Centre
635 Tranquille Rd.
Kamloops, BC
For ticket info, please call the Pro-Life office at
250-376-4054 or call 778-220-5584
*NCLN is a Canada-wide organization of students who courageously bring
the pro-life message to universities

President's Message
While we were visiting in Edmonton, we took part in that city's
40 Days for Life vigil. We stood with our signs just outside the "Back
Porch," a pregnancy care centre that faces the city's only
free-standing abortion clinic just across the street. It was very
sobering to lift up our prayers as the staff so "normally" exited the
building, chatting and laughing just as though all that their work
entailed was refurbishing computers. Then our prayers centred on a
visibly unwell woman being helped into a car just a few feet from us.
We knew what she had lost and wondered if she did, too.
This experience brought home the gut-wrenching reality of abortion more clearly than ever before, and
the God-ordained need for prayer and more prayer.
Another focus for concerted prayers is for our country. Among the new government's life-threatening
decisions, we are saddened to learn that the findings of the panel (including two pro-life individuals) that sought
public input on safe-guards against euthanasia will be disregarded.
We may be tempted to despair, but we can protect ourselves and encourage others to do likewise. Our
board is offering information on end-of-life and advanced care decisions, including life-protecting wording to
use in completing the necessary BC documents. Please call us (778-220-5584) to set up an appointment.
In closing, I pray that you will be blessed as you prepare your hearts during this Advent time, and that
your celebration of His birth will bring you peace.
Blessings, Garry

“The Gift”
Finals week: 2014, I took a different kind of test. The results: Positive.
My mind was filled with shame, guilt, fear, and absolute panic. I had just turned 19, and my mind – as well as the
world around me – screamed that I wasn’t ready for this. Many people advised me to get an abortion, saying it
was “the best for everyone.” However, on December 9th, my life and whole world as I knew it, changed. On that
day, I went to Wish Medical and saw my sweet baby for the first time. A little thing smaller than a sesame seed,
its tiny heart beating wildly.
In that moment I saw God for the first time. In a single instant, all my fears, worries, guilt, and shame faded away
– replaced with pure joy, excitement, and humble awe.
A few days later I scraped up the courage to tell my family. Slowly, day by day, they helped me seek forgiveness
for my mistakes. They encouraged me to look forward to the future, and become the best possible mother I could
be. They picked me up and pushed me forward – supporting me and helping me see what a blessing my baby
could be. Although hurting over my choices that led to the pregnancy, we all started to fall in love with my little
“Rory.”
On March 6, 2015, my sister, my mom, and I went in for my 20-week ultrasound and gender reveal. We were so
excited! The sonographer gelled me up and announced that I was having a baby boy! Sweet baby, Roric William!
However… after a pause, the sonographer reluctantly told us that my perfect little boy had a very serious birth
defect called anencephaly. Incurable and terminal, babies born with it are known to not survive more than a few
minutes. They are supposedly born blind, deaf, and “brain dead.”
Every day afterward I prayed to God, that if He was willing, He would heal my baby boy. If not, I prayed that my
family and I would get to experience a few days, hours, or even minutes, of holding Rory in our arms. I refused to
abort the little hope I had for his tiny life, and decided to try my best to cherish every single moment – every kick
and flutter.

(continued on next page)

Fearfully excited, I awaited the day I got to hold him in my arms, kiss him, love him, and sing to him as God took
him to heaven.
On July 21, at 7:53 AM, my Rory was born via C-section. Defying all odds, he gave us two precious days and twelve
minutes. In that amount of time, Rory managed to teach me things that no one else could have.
It’s amazing how differently you view love after having a child. How your perception of what’s important in life

transforms. I don’t know if you can really understand love until you’re willing to do absolutely anything for someone
who you knew, but hadn’t met for nine months – getting to know him before birth – the way he moves, breathes,
and the sound of his heartbeat.
Never have I wanted to freeze time. All I needed in this world was Rory in my arms. I could have stayed there for an
eternity.
My warmth – his skin, my sustenance – his smile. No need for sleep; no care for the world outside the little room
and the precious bundle in my arms. I wished I could take his place. I wanted nothing more than to save him.
Unable to, I only wished him absolute peace.
I am so thankful that my tiny boy only knew unconditional love in this world. He never felt pain or fear; was never
bullied; he never had his heart broken. I am so incredibly lucky to have him. The little infinity he gave me is
irreplaceable.
I regret many of the mistakes that took me down this road, but I do not regret a single moment of his life, inside the
womb and out, because he was there with me for every step – every hurt – every cry. Someone so small taught me so
much and helped me grow up more than I could have ever imagined.
As parents, we are supposed to be the ones teaching our children, yet Rory managed to teach me in a few days what
no one else could have in an entire lifetime. At the end of the day I look back and think, “How lucky am I to have
someone that makes saying goodbye so hard.” – A.A. Milne
“For I know the plans I have for you…They are plans for good and not disaster, to give you a future and a hope.”
Jeremiah 29:11-13
Reprinted with permission from Live Action News.

FACTS OF LIFE…
Have a heart? Very young, unborn babies do! Only 15 days
after conception, his/her heart is forming and begins
beating at 24 days.
Can you imagine a human being growing 10,000 times his/
her size in 30 days? It happens - during the first month of
life.

Can You Help ??

Our donations have been steadily
declining, and since Your Independent Grocer’s take-over of
Extra Foods, the number of purchase slips handed in has been
very low. We have had to cancel our
billboard and will have to decide upon
further cuts to our programs. If you are
able, please consider a year-end
donation to assist us in keeping the
pro-life message strong!

Use my Realtor service to BUY or SELL
your property and I will
donate up to $1000 to support
the Kamloops Prolife Society!
Call today!

The 12 Days of Christmas
The 12 Days of Christmas are now most famous as a song about someone receiving lots of presents from their 'true love.'
However, to get to the song there had to be the days to start with! The 12 Days of Christmas start on Christmas Day and last
until the evening of the 5th of January - also known as Twelfth Night. The 12 Days have been celebrated in Europe since before
the Middle Ages and were a time of celebration. The 12 Days each traditionally celebrate a feast day for a saint and/or have different celebrations:


Day 1 (25th of December): Christmas Day—celebrating the birth of Jesus



Day 2 (26th of December, also known as Boxing Day): St Stephen’s Day. He was the first Christian martyr (someone who
dies for their faith). It's also the day when the Christmas carol 'Good King Wenceslas' takes place.



Day 3 (27th of December): St John the Apostle (one of Jesus's disciples and friends)



Day 4 (28th of December): The Feast of the Holy Innocents—when people remember the baby boys which King Herod
killed when he was trying to find and kill the Baby Jesus.



Day 5 (29th of December): St Thomas Becket. He was Archbishop of Canterbury in the 12th century and was murdered
on the 29th of December in 1170 for challenging the King’s authority over the Church.



Day 6 (30th of December): St Egwin of Worcester.



Day 7 (31st of December): New Year’s Eve (known as Hogmanay in Scotland). Pope Sylvester I is traditionally celebrated
on this day. He was one of the earliest popes (in the 4th Century).



Day 8 (1st of January): Mary, the Mother of Jesus



Day 9 (2nd of January): St. Basil the Great and St. Gregory Nazianzen, two important 4th century Christians.



Day 10 (3rd of January): Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus. This remembers when Jesus was officially named in the Jewish Temple. It's celebrated by different churches on a wide number of different dates!



Day 11 (4th of January): St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, the first American saint, who lived in the 18th and 19th centuries. In
the past it also celebrated the Feast of Saint Simon Stylites (who lived on a small platform on the top of a pillar for 37
years!)



Day 12 (5th of January also known as Epiphany Eve): St. John Neumann—who was the first Bishop in America. He lived
in the 19th century.
(borrowed from www.whychristmas.com)

In order for receipts to be issued for the 2015 year, donations must be received in our mailbox by Dec. 31.
Please allow 5 business days for postal delivery.

