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“Embracing the love and the lives of people with disabilities,

no matter how uncomfortable and costly it might be to a community,
enhances life as it increases the giving and receiving of unconditional love. “
- Shiao Chong

LIFE CHAIN
~ 2-3pm Sunday, September 30, 2018 ~
Life Chain is a peaceful witness of pro-Life Canadians
standing for one hour praying for our country, for an end to
abortion, euthanasia and assisted suicide. It is a visual statement of solidarity in support of human life from the moment of conception to natural death. Kamloops has been
participating in Life Chain for more than 20 years!

We can make a difference TOGETHER!








40 Days For Life
40 DAYS FOR LIFE is an internationally
recognized quiet, prayerful vigil
for the healing of our land.
Date: Sept. 26 - Nov. 4th
Time: 3:30 - 5:30 p.m.
Location: 3rd Ave between Nicola and Columbia
St.

Stand in prayer with thousands of pro-lifers throughout
North America
Bring your family and friends—rain or shine
Hold your choice of sign (four of the signs are
pictured below)

Mission: To gather together the Christian community in prayer, to ask God for the healing of our
land from the culture of death, and to witness to
all that we need to return to a culture of life.

Depot: Sacred Heart Cathedral 255 Nicola St.
First Baptist Church 454 Columbia St.
Venue: Columbia St., both ways from 3rd Ave.
Refreshments to follow at Sacred Heart Cathedral,
lower level

Biblical Foundation: Deuteronomy 30:19: "Now
choose life so that you and your children may live
and that you may love the Lord your God.” God
uses 40-day periods to transform His people from Noah in the flood to Moses on the mountain
to the disciples after Christ's Resurrection.
Available: Signs to hold, prayer, and meditation
sheets to guide. Sacred Heart Cathedral will be
open for those who wish to be indoors.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
To all of our supporters,
Lately when you listen to the news casts, check out the
LifeSite headlines online, or discuss the state of the world with
others, you can easily become discouraged. But there is reason
for hope!
Fearless and knowledgeable young people (such as
those with the National Campus Life Network) are rising up to
generate an exchange of ideas on North American campuses.
Pro-life med students are being informed and mentored by Physicians for Life in how to articulate and practise their stand for
life. Alex Schadenberg, founder of Euthanasia Prevention Coalition, has become internationally known as a tireless advocate
for persons in danger of euthanasia/assisted suicide. Thousands
of citizens rally in the March for Life each year around parliament buildings to show their support for the 'culture of life.'
This is only a small sampling of the many excellent individuals
and organizations that will not be silenced!
Yes, we may have to suffer discrimination for what we
believe, but we can take our cues from those who have paved
the way, who are already 'front-lining' it. Choose to keep the
faith and press forward in the good company of the courageous!
Remember the words of St. Francis of Assisi: "All the darkness in
the world cannot extinguish the light of a single candle.”
Locally, our Society speaks the truth via TV ads, a billboard, a wallboard, a website, a radio commercial, vigils,
LifeChain, speaking engagements, and more. Our TV ad that
stresses the value of life from conception to natural death, with
local persons on-screen, has generated much interest and many
opportunities to discuss the issues with enquirers.
Our major fundraiser to finance the above projects is our
Spring banquet, which this year netted over $10,500! A huge
'Thank You' to all who assisted or attended to enjoy the last of
Maybelle's dinners and to hear Dr. Chris Inegbedion speak
about life-affirming responses to euthanasia requests. We so
greatly appreciate all of you who in any way support us with
your time, finances, and/or prayers.
Please plan to support our fall events as advertised in
this newsletter. Let your presence be seen and your voice be
heard.
Blessings, Garry Howell

Did you know?
“Patients who ask for medical aid in dying are given
priority access to available resources to the detriment
of other patients at the end of their lives. “- Dr. Charles
Bernard, president of the Quebec College of
Physicians, speaking for the need of the Quebec
government to increase funding for palliative care.
(EPC Newsletter, 07/2018)

Special General Meeting
Focusing on the Future:
A Brainstorming of Ideas
Thurs. Nov 8, 2018
7:00 pm
First Baptist Church
454 Columbia St.
An event to watch for: “Fatal Flaws”
A gripping documentary focusing on
Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide
including first-person accounts and interviews
with leaders on both sides of the issue
Venue & date TBA
Check your church bulletin and your
pro-life emails for further details.

Bunches of Bouquets to…
... our beloved Maybelle Nordick
who is now retiring after having coordinated
the menus of over 40 fundraising dinners and
who has for years solicited North Shore
businesses for silent auction donations;
... and to our resolute Linda
Cameron who has spearheaded up to 5 years of
coupon book sales, leaving no prospective customer unasked, and this year, raising over
$1900 net! She, too, approaches businesses
(South Shore) for silent auction items.

What do people REALLY want?
“As I journey with my patients, I try to meet them where they are at. Ultimately, our goal is to get them the help
they need when they need it. This requires looking at the whole person and mobilizing every resource. The first
time a patient asked to be euthanized, which has increased since its legalization in Canada, my initial response
was, “I don’t believe in that.” But that made for a difficult discussion. My patient wasn’t asking what I believed in.
He was asking about himself. Going forward, I tried to find out what my patients were afraid of....I discovered
that they feared pain and suffering. After describing the resources of our palliative care team, who could provide
pain and symptom help, not one patient pushed beyond that initial inquiry. People really do want to live.” Diane
Severin, MD Radiation Oncology Physician Edmonton, Canada

Our Own Alfie Evans Case
Compassionate Community Care (CCC) has been helping a family in Ontario who had a similar situation to the Alfie Evans
story. A four month old child nearly died from Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS), but her mother found her soon after
she had stopped breathing. The child was revived, brought to the hospital and placed into the PICU (Paediatric Intensive
Care Unit). The family was told that their daughter was not breathing on her own and she would soon die. But this was not
true. The mother contacted CCC after learning that the doctors and nurses had withheld the fact that her daughter was
breathing on her own. The doctors pressured the family to decide when the ventilator would be withdrawn. They said they
would ensure that the child did not suffer and would be able to die in their loving arms. But, as I stated, the child was
breathing on her own. CCC helped the family demand treatment, provided legal help and advice, encouraging them to continue advocating for their child. The child will likely go home in May. Yes, she has brain impairment from a lack of oxygen
for a short period of time and may never live a “normal” life (whatever that means) but the medical staff had no right to
treat this family and their child in this manner. Compassionate Community Care is a new charity. Donations can be made
online or mailed to: 383 Horton St. E., London ON N6B 1L6.

A Quote to Note...
“When euthanasia or assisted suicide is legal you have to be concerned how statements are interpreted. When someone says in desperation, ’I don't want to live like this,’ will it be interpreted as a request
for MAiD (Medical Aid in Dying, i.e. euthanasia) or a call for help?” --Alex Schadenberg, EPC
Newsletter, May 2018
Euthanasia Prevention Coalition provides an excellent source of Canadian and international information on the
evolving state of euthanasia/assisted suicide. It also provides help to those personally affected by these issues
and is very worthy of your support. Please contact them at info@epcc.ca

PETITION OF ONE MILLION
•
•
•
•
•
•

Initiated by Alliance for Life Canada
Petitions the federal government to enact a law to protect the lives of all unborn children,
recognizing the humanity of each one
Based on the fact that current embryological and scientific evidence concludes that the child in the
womb is a human being
Look for this petition in your church
PLEASE SIGN IT!
The goal is to present a minimum of one million signatures to the House of Commons in 2019

*note: If you signed this petition at our pro-life dinner this year, please do not re-sign it. Thanks! - Garry

Conceived in Rape
The so-called “exception” to allow for abortion in the case of rape and incest is an intellectual carve-out Crystal
Surbey takes personally. Now a mother of four in Northwest Ohio, Surbey’s mother was just a teenager when she
was raped by her own step-father. Nine months later, Surbey was born.
Raised primarily by her grandmother, Surbey began to realize she was growing up in a unique situation during junior high school. She struggled to fit in as a teenager, and throughout the course of her search for validation, found
herself pregnant at age 18. That’s when she started asking hard questions of her grandmother and began to piece
together the story of how she came to be—a story that helped her put a strained relationship between herself and
her mother into a clearer perspective.
That difficult journey continues to the present day. And it’s one that, even with its frustrations and pain, has given
Surbey the chance to see life through a lens that’s all her own.
“I look just like my biological father, and he died when I was in second grade,” Surbey said. “I never really had a
relationship with him or anything like that, but I look just like my father. I think for my mom, I’m sure that’s a constant reminder. We live in the same town. She has started to have a relationship with my children. So, we just have
an adult relationship. I have always taken the stance that I’m grateful that she gave me life.”
If having her first child as a teenager marked a major turning point for Surbey to try and get her arms around her
own story, another key to her growth came about 10 years ago when she started seeing a Christian counselor. Along
with feeling like an outsider among her peers who’d grown up knowing both their parents, Surbey had always grappled
with the nagging feeling that her mother’s rape—at least in some distant way— was really her fault.
“I didn’t know that I felt that way until the counselor, said those words,” Surbey said. “That was something that I carried with me for a long time—32, 33 years—this feeling like it was my fault somehow.”
Confronted with the reality that she’d carried the misplaced guilt of her biological father’s reprehensible actions,
Surbey was able to begin detangling and disowning that lie and start to apply biblical truths in a way that revolutionized her thinking. For Surbey, the Biblical teaching that God intimately formed each person in her mother’s womb—a
truth made explicit in Psalm 139:13-16—is changing the way she thinks about her own story. Freed up from the misplaced guilt of her father’s crime, Surbey has shared at local pregnancy center events and at her church.
Along the way, Surbey has also solidified her long-held conviction that every preborn child’s life is worthy of protection, regardless of how the baby came to be. Watching news coverage of the Pain Capable Unborn Child Protection
Act—which passed the U.S. House of Representatives but has stalled in the Senate thus far—this fall, Surbey broke
down in tears as she watched a news story point out the bill’s exception in the case of rape or incest.
“Do you have any idea what it’s like to sit here and watch TV and to read something that says your life is less valuable than everyone else’s?,” Surbey said. “To me, that just really sparked something. I have always believed that everyone has a purpose, and I truly just feel that my purpose is to be a voice for those babies, to be a voice for the view that
nobody considers, to show that every life is valuable.
“I’m pro-life, especially in the case of rape and incest—not except in—and that’s something that I’m very passionate
about at this point. I can’t be silent anymore.” (article by Jen Taggart writing for LifeNews.com, Dec. 4, 2017 )

